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CLAIMS : 

1. A wall for ai package, which wall comprises, or 
includes a layer comprising/ a composition comprising a 
polymer and havinjgT^Sygen-scavenging properties, 
characterised in t!ra>fc /the composition scavenges oxygen 

Sthrough the metal-catklysed oxidation of an oxidisable 
organic component thereof. 

2. A wall according to claim 1, lot which the permeance, 
for oxygen, is not more than 10.o/cm3/(m 2 atm day). 

3. A wall according to claim 1/ of which the permeance, 
lOfor oxygen, is not more than 2.0/ cm^/ (m 2 atm day). 

4. A wall according to claim ll of which the permeance, 



p for oxygen, is not more than 0/5 cm 3 /(m 2 a tm day). 



5. A wall according to any okie of claims 1 to 4 , of 
which the permeance, for oxygen, is not more than 
15 three-quarters of that which /it would have in the absence 
■ of oxygen-scavenging properties. 

%l 6. A wall according to any one of claims 1 to 4, of 

iJ / 

hi which the permeance, for ^oxygen, is not more than 1/25 of 

that which it would havef $\ the absence of 

Hi 

20oxygen-scavenging proper 

7, A wall according tdf an^ one of claims 2 to 6 , of 
which the said permeance is maintainable at or below -he 
specified limit at 23°c/ and 50% relative humidity for at 
least 2C days. 

258. A wall according/ to any one of claims 2 to 6, of 
which the said permeance is maintainable below the 
specified limit at 2jB°C and 50% relative humidity for at 
least 100 days. 

9. A wall according to any preceding claim, which would 
30have in the absence of oxygen-scavenging properties a 
permeance of not more than 50 cm3/(m 2 atm day). 
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10. A wall according to any one of claims 1 to 9 , wherein 
the oxidisable organic component if an oxidisable 
polymer. 

11. A wall according to any of olaims 1 to 9, wherein the 
5 oxidisable organic component is A polyamide. 

12. A wall according to any of/ claims 1 to 9, wherein 
the oxidisable organic component is a polymer 
containing units of the formulta 
-NH-CH2-arylene-CH2-NH-CO-al)wlene-CO- . 

10 13. A wall according to any/one of claims 1 to 12, 
wherein the metal catalyst is a cobalt compound. 

14. A wall according to an/y one of claims 1 to 12, 
wherein the metal catalyst/ is a rhodium compound. 

15. A wall according to Any one of claims 1 to 12, 
15 wherein the metal catalyst is a copper compound. 

16. A wall according to any of claims 1 to 15, wherein 
the .composition contallppie metal catalyst in a weight 
fraction, expressed asy metal relative to the composition, 
in the range from 10 yo 30 0 ppm. 

20 17. A wall according to any of. claims 1 to 15, wherein 
the composition contains the metal catalyst in a weight 
fraction, expressed /as metal relative to the composition, 
in the range from 1)00 to\ 250 ppm. 

18. A wall according to any one of claims 1 to 17, 

25 wherein, the polymerr is formally a condensation polymer of 
one or more phthaiic acids with one or more compounds 
containing at leqfst two alcoholic hydroxy groups per 
molecule. 

19. A wall according to any one of claims 1 to 17, 
30 wherein the polymer is formally a condensation polymer of 

terephthalic aaid with ethylene glycol. 

20. A wall according to any one of claims 1 to 17, 
wherein the polymer is a polyolefin. 
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21. A wall according claim 20 wherein ' the polyolefin is 
polypropylene or polyethylene, 

22. A wall according to any of claims 1 to 17, wherein 
the oxidisable organic component ang the polymer are a 

5 single oxidisable polymer. 

23. A wall according to any preceding claim, which 
comprises at least two layers, the first of which 
comprises the composition specified in claim 1 and the 
other or others of. which comprise a composition 

10 comprising a polymer and reduce by a factor of two or 
more the permeance that the waif would have in the absence 
of oxygen-scavenging properties 

24. A wall according to any preceding claim, comprising 
at least two layers, the ficslKof which comprises the 

15 composition specified in cl4^-P + and the other or others 



/ab: lity or. .separation 

ronment or the package 



j 



tging use, which comprises a 



of which afford mechanical 
of the composition from th^ 
contents. 

25 . A composition for pat 
20 polymer, an oxidisable orgafnic component, and a metal 
catalyst for the oxidation/ of the oxidisable organic 
component. 

.26. A composition according to claim 25, of which the 
permeability, for oxygen/ is not more than 3.0 cm3 mm/ 
25 (m 2 atm day ) . 

27. A composition according to claim 25, of which the 
permeability, for oxygen, is not more than 0.7 cm3 mm/ 
(m 2 atm day) . 

28.. A composition according to claim 25, of which the 
30 permeability ,. for oxygen, is not more than 0.2 cm 3 mm/ 
(m 2 atm day) . 
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29. A composition according to any of /claims 25 to 28, 
which has a permeability not more than/ three-quarters of 
that which it would have in the absence of 
oxygen-scavenging properties. 
5 30. A composition according to any /of claims 26 to 29, of 
which the said permeability is maintainable at or below 
the specified limit at 23°C and 50^ relative humidity for 
at least. 20 days. 

31. A composition according to any of claims 25 to 30, 
TQVhich would have a permeability /in the absence of 

oxygen-scavenging properties of /not more than 17 cm3 mm/ 
(m 2 atm day ) . 

32. A composition according tb any of claims 25 to 31, 
having any of the features specified in any one of claims 

1510 to 22, for the wall according to claim 1. 

33. A method of making a yaM according to any one of 
claims 1 to 24, wherein twe /composition specified in claim 



1 is prepared by mixing 
component or components 

20 the wall, or the layer 
composition so obtained*! 
34. A method, of making 
of claims 25 to 32, whi 
catalyst with the oth 

25 together or in any o 
35^. A wall, for a pac 
includes, a layer compel 
polymer and having o; 



catalyst with the other 
t/ogether or in any order and 
wall, is formed from the 



ier/ 
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composition according to any one 
comprises mixing the metal 
component or components all 
r . 

ge, which wall comprises, or 
sing, a composition comprising a 
en-scavenging properties, wherein 
the wall has a permeance of not more than 2.0 cm3/(m2 a tm 
30day) and would have /in the absence of oxygen-scavenging 
properties a permeance not exceeding 50 cm 3 /(m 2 atm day), 
characterised in taat the composition scavenges oxygen 
through the metalHcatalysed oxidation of an oxidisable 
organic polymer therein. 
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36. A package comprising a wall according to any one of 
claims 1 to 24 and 35, or a waAl made by the method 
according to claim 33. I 

37. A beverage bottle comprising a wall according to any 

5 one of claims 1 to 24 and 33r/lor a wall made by the method 
according to claim 33. / jl 

38. A food container comg/rl^fing a wall according to any 
one of claims 1 to 24 and 3 5 , or a wall made by the method 
according to claim 33. / 




